
Phil Kaatz Lapeer 
County Extension 
Director, emphasis on 
all aspects of forage 
management.  He 
provides education 
on alfalfa, cool, 
and warm-season 
grasses, annual 

forages, pastures, forage harvest and 
storage management, and fertility 
recommendations. 
810-667-0341
kaatz@msu.edu  

Dennis Stein Farm/
business management 
educator, emphasis on 
helping farmers create 
and assess  financial 
statements and 
measure profitability 
and risk capacity.  In 
addition, he provides 

educational tools related to marketing 
plans, risk management, labor issues, and 
estate planning and business transfer to 
farmers.
989-672-3870
steind@msu.edu  

Steve Poindexter 
Sugar beet educator, 
conducts field 
applied research and 
demonstrations to 
improve production 
practices for sugar 
beet growers. He 
works with producers 

and processors to determine research 
and educational priorities for the 
industry, develops educational materials, 
implements educational programs related 
to sugar beet production and coordinates 
the activities of the industry-supported 
Sugar Beet Advancement Program.  
989-758-2500 
poindex2@msu.edu

Bob Tritten  District 
fruit educator, 
emphasis on tree and 
small fruit production, 
integrated pest 
management and 
marketing.  He also 
provides educational 
tools on farm 
marketing/direct farm sales for fruit and 
vegetable growers and cider producers.
810-732-2177
tritten@msu.edu

Access a combined total of over 150 years of research-based 
               agricultural knowledge and experience ...at your fingertips

Bob Battel 
Agricultural educator, 
emphasis on field 
crops, soil fertility 
and manure nutrient 
management.  
989-269-9949 
battelro@msu.edu

Emily Sneller Field 
crops educator, 
emphasis on soil 
fertility, corn and 
soybean production, 
and fertilizer and 
nutrient management.  
989-758-2504
snellere@msu.edu   

Dr. Jeannine Grobbel
Thumb-area district 

beef/livestock 
educator, emphasis 

on management 
and nutrition in beef 

feedlots and beef 
cow/calf production. 

989-269-9949, ext.612 
grobbelj@msu.edu

Do you have technical questions and challenges with planning, production, 
management and marketing? Contact us for unbiased solutions!



David Pratt 
Agricultural educator, 
emphasis on all 
aspects of corn and 
soybean production 
and management. 
989-672-3870
prattda@msu.edu 

Martin Nagelkirk 
Sanilac County 
Extension Director, 
has a split Extension 
assignment with half 
of his time allocated to 
the field crop industry.  
His areas of emphasis 
include integrated pest 
management for grain and forage crops 
and all aspects of wheat production.
810-648-2515
nagelkir@msu.edu

Mark Seamon 
Bioeconomy 
innovation 
counselor, emphasis 
on bioeconomy 
development in 
Michigan.  His 
statewide focus is 
on replacement of 

petroleum products with plant or animal 
products.  This includes alternative 
energy production such as wind, solar, 
ethanol and biodiesel from oil seeds. 
Other specialty product development 
may include bioplastics, textiles and 
neutraceuticals.   989-758-2503
seamonm@msu.edu  

MSU is an affirmative-action, equal-opportunity 
employer. Michigan State University Extension 
programs and materials are open to all without 
regard to race, color, national origin, gender, 
gender identity, religion, age, height, weight, 
disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, 
marital status, family status or veteran status.

If you answer “yes” to any of 
the following, then contact your 
Thumb Area Ag Team member
…at your service.

In your agricultural business, do 
you need unbiased, research-
based, up-to-date agronomy and 
livestock knowledge on:

• Livestock production and reproduction 
management

• Nutrition
• Quality assurance
• Value-added products
• Herd health management
• Integrated pest management
• Facility and equipment 

management
• Environmental stewardship
• Pasture, range and forage 

management
• Michigan cover crops
• Breeding and genetics
• Marketing
• Commodity crop management
• Farm business management
• Cutting-edge technology

Did you know we provide the 
following?

• Research-based production and 
management short courses

• Site visits and individualized 
assistance

• Current on-farm research 
demonstrations

• Best management newsletters
• A link to cutting-edge research for 

your business from MSU and other 
land-grant universities

MSU Extension 
Thumb Area 

Agriculture Team

...Your Go-To Team 
for Agriculture 

Solutions!

Dr. Craig Thomas 
Dairy educator, 
emphasis on dairy 
education programs 
in Michigan’s Thumb 
area including dairy 
business analysis and 
financial planning, 
economics of 
various dairy production technologies, 
milk marketing, computerized farm 
accounting systems, milking parlor 
planning and management for producers.
810-648-2515
thomasc@msu.edu


