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THOUGHTS FROM THE PRESIDENT

Chiontone Tbrnt/

This has been an eventful, exciting, yet challenging first quarter for our Association. We had a Master
Gardener speaker prior to our monthly meetings with great success. Each presentation was free and open
to the public with an attendance of 50-60 people. I would again like to thank our Master Gardener
speakers—1Julia Sobell on “Hydrangea Care and Pruning”, Tom and Laurie Dennis on “Caterpillars in the
Garden-The Good, The Bad and The Ugly”, and Barb Haman on “Woodland Wonders-Great Plants for the
Shade”—for their wonderful presentations, photos, handout and props. As a result of the interest in these

presentations, I think, we had an excellent turnout for our General Membership Meetings, Hooray!

In February, many of us participated in “Spring into Gardening”. Thanks to the hard work of Laurie Dennis,
Vickie Oleksiak, and Sharlene Aalto in coordinating all of the activities, over 120 children participated.
Building a birdhouse was again the favorite activity, thanks to the guidance and patience of Dave and Della
Fielder. This event would not have been possible without the many Master Gardener Volunteers (MGVs),

and especially the MGV trainees who volunteered their time and skills.

On March 21, 2009, we had our 2nd annual day-long Spring Gardening Seminar. It was a great success as
198 attendees enjoyed the wit and wisdom of Dan Hinkley, Rita Randolph, and Belinda Gallagher. The food
was delicious, thanks to the many MGV bakers. Shopping was enjoyable thanks to Lisa Sharrow and the
vendors she invited. The Cornerstone Church was a great facility, thanks to Laurie and Tom Dennis.
Finally, thanks to Barb Haman and Jan Shue and all of the volunteers who made this fantastic seminar

possible!

The Executive Committee has revised our 1999 By-Laws. Please review the By-Laws in this issue. MGA
members in good standing will be voting on the acceptance of these revised By-Laws at our April 21st

General Meeting.



THE STATUS OF THE MGV COORDINATOR POSITION

By Chartene FKidd

The Executive Committee has met three times with James Ribbron, County Extension Director (CED) to
discuss the need for continued funding of the part-time MGV Coordinator (MGVC) position. In these
meetings, we discussed the need to form a partnership between the Saint Clair County Chapter of the
Michigan Master Gardener Association (SCCCMMGA) or (MGA) and the Saint Clair County Michigan
State University Extension (SCCMSUE) in order to seek outside funding for the MGVC position. In our
last meeting, James indicated that in order to move forward in our fund-seeking partnership, our MGA
would need to be willing to financially support our own organization by donating money to support the
MGVC position. He then indicated that he had found a funding source that would match our contribution,
whatever it might be, dollar for dollar. James understands that the Executive Committee can not make that
decision, but rather the general membership would need to discuss this issue and then vote on it. James has
offered and has been invited to come to our next meeting, April 21st to discuss this issue with the member-
ship.

My initial reaction to the concept of a MGA financially supporting the paid position of a MGVC was one
of disbelief. Requesting a volunteer organization to give money so that they may continue to volunteer
seemed bizarre to me. However, in a phone conversation I had with Mary Wilson, Interim State Coordina-
tor of the Michigan Master Gardener Volunteer Program, she stated that Associations do frequently help
fund a MGVC position through a direct donation and/or dedicated fund raisers. In the past our MGA has
financially supported other organizations, so why not support our own? Do we value this paid position?
Do we need this paid position in order to function well as an organization? How would the tasks of this
position get done without this paid position? Some smaller Associations accomplish these tasks through
the volunteer activities of their membership. Been there, done that. Do we want to go through that again?

What are the tasks or duties of this position? The Executive Committee has been involved in developing a
job description for this position. Briefly, SCMSUE is committed to supporting the duties of coordinating
the Master Gardener Volunteer Training Program, the Spring into Gardening program, the MSUE Record
Keeping System (RKS) to certify volunteer and educational hours, and the Diagnostic Labs/Hotline pro-
grams. MGA needs to support the duties of coordinating the MGA volunteer opportunities, activities and
programs (Earth Fair, Plant Swaps, Garden Tour, Spring Seminar, Newsletter, Harvest Dinner, etc.).

It is the recommendation of the Executive Committee that we financially support the MGA-related activi-
ties of the MGV C by providing a donation towards the MGVC salary. As the current funding for this po-
sition ended on April 7th, this needs to occur ASAP. Upon the membership’s approval to financially sup-
port this position, the Executive Committee will need to again meet with the CED to specify the details or
conditions of this support. Then we can continue in our partnership with SCMSUE to seek other sources
of future funding.




MGA SPRING/SUMMER MEETINGS

BY CHARLENE KIDD

As many of you know, the time and place of our monthly
meetings change for May through September. There is
no official meeting in July. Our May, June, August and
September meetings are held at 6:00 pm in various MGV
homes and gardens. The schedule for this year’s meet-
ings is as follows:

May 19th, Robin Berry, 3019 Alden Court, Port
Huron, MI 48060; (810) 982-6306

June 10th, Barb Haman, 841 South Lakeshore, Port
Sanilac, MI 48469; (810) 367-6667 (1 mile S of Port
Sanilac)

August 18th, Krys Benore, 5261 Cribbins, Avoca, MI
48006; (810) 324-9080

September 15th, Evelyn Carl, 1081 Richman Rd.,
Smiths Creek, MI 48074; (810) 367-7888

For directions either call, or get aMap Quest or Google
Map.

The above meetings include a pot luck dinner, so bring a
dish.

The August meeting is our picnic where family and
friends are also invited. Hopefully, members will carpool
to these meetings, especially to Barb’s home in Port
Sanilac. Call (810) 985-8587 or e-mail me
(charlenekidd@comcast.net), if you are interested in car-
pooling with other members near you.

Be A Mentor! Or A Mentee!

The Master Gardeners have started a mentor-
ing program to help new and seasoned MG’s
step outside their comfort zone and explore
different areas of gardening and volunteerism.
An experienced MG will be paired with a more
recently trained MG to work together and
share ideas. This would include visiting each
others’ garden, sharing plants, volunteering at
events as a team, or just getting together for
lunch to talk about getting their hands dirty.
You could consider carpooling to meetings
with your mentor to get to know them better.
For additional information or to fill out a work-
sheet, contact Ellen Burns: (810) 364-9718,
Bev Burns: (810) 364-1311, Val Mason: (810)
364-7378 or Jan Shue: (586)-784-5284.

MG NEWSLETTER
Please contact Julie Wallace with
your articles or information at

jwallace@stclaircounty.org




SPRING PLANT SWAP

MAY 9, 2009
SET UP: 9—10 AM Q) IS
OPEN TO MASTER GARDENERS ONLY: 10—11 AM C&((
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC: 11 AM—1 PM
CLEAN UP; 1—2 PM

Location: St. Clair County Administration Building, 200 Grand River Ave.,

Port Huron, in front of the building parking lot.

RAIN OR SHINE—DRESS FOR THE WEATHER!

SWAP RULES:
Healthy, labeled plants only

Annuals, perennials, houseplants, seeds, bulbs
No shrubs or trees (no woody plants allowed)
For questions or to volunteer, contact:
Connie Rutkofske
(810) 327-6181

Woodsedge@advnet.net
& & & &S &S EH
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2009 GARDEN TOUR
Saturday, June 26, 2009

From Evelyn Carl

It’s that time of year again. Garden Tour 2009 is just around the corner, at least it feels that time is really fly-
ing. For those of you new to the Master Gardener Garden Tour a brief explanation is in order. The garden
tour is composed of beautiful gardens that are hopefully Master Gardener gardens, or general public gardens
that have been recommended by others as outstanding! This year we will have a combination of both. The
date has been set as Saturday, June 27th from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. A ticket must be purchased, which con-
tains a map and direction to all the gardens. The tour is self-guided, which means you load a bunch of your
garden friends in your vehicle, decide which route you are going to take, and drive off to the various gardens,
with your camera, and enjoy a day of viewing the gardens, visiting with their creators and getting new ideas
for your own gardens. It’s important that you also know that this is an opportunity for Master Gardeners to
receive MG hours. How’s that you may ask? Since it is the Master Gardener Tour, MG’s are involved with
helping the gardener plan, plant, and care for their gardens getting them ready for the big day. Yes, this in-
cludes pulling a few weeds if necessary. If you sign up to assist the gardener with their garden, all the time
spent helping them is MG volunteer time. If you sign up to help on the day of the tour, you will help in vari-
ous positions, taking tickets at the ‘gate’ and greeting our guests. You may also be asked to help show the gar-
den, walking around and pointing out plants of interest.

In the past this has been a worthy fund raiser for the SCCCMMGA. The funds we raise help support the vari-
ous programs that the association sponsors. We have supported the School Grant Program, Earth Keepers,
grant monies for people taking the Master Gardener course, and many more.

Last year we added “Art in the Garden” which was received very positively and we are planning to do it again
this year. Local artists will feature their “garden related” craft at the local garden sites. We will also have a
“garden boutique”, managed by a MG. This is where all MG’s can display to sell a donated garden craft or
garden item of their choice. This is also where we will have for sale donated plants from MG gardens. These
are plants that have spread out of their allotted space in the gardens (sort of got too big for their britches) and
are dug up and planted in pots for sale. These plants are inspected by the State for safety. So as you are ac-
cessing your spring garden for those overgrown perennials, remember the boutique and re-pot, not throw out,
especially if it is a less common plant.

More details will be available at the April meeting of the Association. Start looking for posters advertising
the tour in May and tickets will be available June 1st. If you have questions or would like to volunteer, please
call Evelyn Carl at (810) 367-7888 or evelyncarl@msn.com or Jan Shue at (586) 784-5284 or jshue@wbi.com

Oh, you wanted to know the locations of the gardens...well, I will tell you we have a “bonus garden” this year!
A garden that was planned and developed and designed by Master Gardeners. Hope to see you there!

M



Worms an Invasive Species
By Linda Howard

Invasive species is a species non-native to the
environment it is in. Some are introduced
intentionally and others by accident. Worms
are an invasive species to the Upper Midwest.
The Upper Midwest and hardwood forests
have no native earthworms. Earthworms were
first introduced in the 1600’s, when soil was
used in ships as ballast coming from England,
or in root balls from plants. Our forests in the
Northeast and Upper Midwest depend on the
leaf litter piles as a rooting medium and food.
Without the leaf litter the forest lose their
understory, including tree seedlings.
Hardwood forests consisting of maples, bass
woods, red oaks, poplars, or birch species, are
showing the most effect from worms. Earth
worms can remove the organic leaf litter in 2 to
5 years. The worms also change the soil from a
fungal to a bacterial dominated system. This
converts the leaf litter to mineral compounds
which potentially robs plants of organic
nutrients. Of 5,000 species of worms globally,
only 16 do any real damage. Two of them are
the night crawler (Lumbricus terrestris) and the
Alabama jumper (amynthas agrestis). Worms

travel by excess bait dumped by fishermen, in

treads of vehicles and mulch from compost piles.

Containing worms to minimize the damage is a
good idea. Worms can only travel 5 to 10 meters
a year on their own. To ensure the health of our
forests, we need to be more aware of the hitch
hiking worm.

Sources: National Geographic May 2007
Scientific American March 2009

MSUE MASTER GARDENER
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY

Acheson Ventures Vantage Point Flower
Market MGV Information Table
Dates: May 23 & 30th
June 6 & 13th

Volunteer times: 7:45—11:00 a.m. and/or
11:00 a.m.— 2:15 p.m.

Contact Lori Hughes (Class of ‘09) for
information or to sign up — (810) 334-1762
huzedog-MGV @yahoo.com




SCCCMMGA GARDENING SEMINAR REPORT

by Barb Haman

Wheesh! What a day! On behalf of Charlene, Jan, Krys, Laurie, Lisa, Robin, Tom and me, thank YOU for
your support in making our 2nd annual spring seminar, “Exceptional Plants for Your Garden”, a rousing suc-
cess! Whether you baked, cleaned, shopped, set up, or broke down or attended, your support was the essential
ingredient to a great day!

We hosted 198 guests from all across the state, served wonderful food, hosted awesome internationally known
speakers, and shopped with great local vendors.

If you were there, you know that each of our three speakers, Belinda Gallagher, Dan Hinkley and Rita
Randolph, provided their own informative and humorous insights into the world of horticulture.

The evaluations for the seminar were outstanding! Here are some of the comments we received on the day:
Best gardening seminar I have ever been to: bakers worked their butts off!: wonderful, wonderful: I would
gladly attend again: sorry I missed last year; hospitality was excellent: ate and laughed all day and EVEN
learn stuff: Master Gardeners can bake!

Please mark your calendar for 2010 as we look forward to hosting Dr. Alan M. Armitage, professor, author,
consultant and internationally renowned speaker for our 3rd annual Spring Seminar March 20, 2010.

EARTH FAIR

April 17 — 18th
Master Gardener’s Earth Fair Booth

Friday hours are 10 am to 6 pm. Saturday hours are 9 am to 2 pm. The projects will be the
same as in the past—Beanie Baby necklaces and a Basil plant give away with growing in-
structions.

Volunteers still needed for Friday 9:30 am — 12:30 pm; 12:30 - 3:30 pm; 3:30 — 6:00 pm.
Contact Sandy Billings at (810) 367-3399 or email at Sanderan51@yahoo.com



St. Clair Beautification Committee

o St. Clair Beautification flowerbed prep is scheduled for Saturday, April 25th. Meet at St. Clair Li-
brary at 8:30 a.m. Bring shovel, rake, and pruners. We will be transplanting hostas, daylilies, and
general flowerbed clean-up. Coffee and donuts will be served.

o St. Clair Beautification planting date is tentatively scheduled for May 16, rain date/frost delay is May
23rd if re-scheduling date is necessary. Meet at the St. Clair Library at 8:30 a.m. bring shovel,
trowel, rake, and pruners. Refreshments served.

e Any MGV’s interested in a summer-long commitment for weeding and some watering for the St. Clair
Hillside Cemetery this year, we could use your help. Work areas include chapel raised planters,

columbarium area, and road sign area. Flexible hours, 2-3 times monthly. Please contact Debbie
Blake at (810) 329-7237. Thanks!

East China Beautification Committee

Free Lecture Series

7:00 p.m. East China Township Hall 5111 River Road (M-29 at Recor)

May 7th Tom & Laurie Dennis Caterpillars: The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly
June 4th Trapper Jim Kreusel Nuisance & Damage Control of Pests
July 2nd To Be Determined

August 6th To Be Determined
September 3rd  To Be Determined
October 1st To Be Determined

Refreshments served Door Prizes Call Dee @(810) 326-3713 or Jo (810) 329-3723 with questions

Port Huron Beautification Commission

Each year the commission is responsible for preparing, planting and maintaining 22 flower beds through-
out Port Huron. Please join commission members at one or both of the following days:

Flower Bed Preparation: Saturday, May 16, 2009, 9:00 am
Planting Day: Saturday, May 30, 2009, 9:00 am

For both events, meet in front of the County Courthouse, 201 McMorran Blvd and bring a trowel. Gloves
and other equipment will be provided.

For questions or to volunteer, contact Commission member Jean Webb at(810) 329-0049.
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MSU LANDSCAPE ALERT NEWSLETTER

Lt

We have published the first set of articles for the 2009 MSU Landscape Alert newsletter.
To view the articles, please go to: htip://www.ipm.msu.edu/land-cat.htm

Articles
Landscape and nursery

Winter injury: A sure sign of spring

New Michigan online water withdrawal tool available
MSU Annual Trials website

Turfgrass

March madness: Turf tips for spring

Christmas trees and forestry
Christmas trees and forestry: Spring’s here, getting ready for early insects

Around the home
Spring is the time to plan for fall

Northern Michigan butterflies suffer from late 2008 May cold
Other news

New MSU Extension publication: Heating buildings and business operations with
biomass fuel

Enviro-Weather: New look, new tools

Data shows winter was extreme

Andrega Buchholz

Communications Specialist and Asst. Editor for MSU'sCAT Alerts
Michigan State University Integrated Pest Management Program
B18 National Food Safety & Toxicology Bldg

East Lansing, M| 48824 USA

buchho11@msu.edu

Phone: (517) 353-4703&nbsp; Fax: (517) 353-4995
http://www.ipm.msu.edu
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Ready Set Go! A stitch in time saves nine!

Spring Preparation

By Julia M. Sobell, Advanced Master Gardener

To be best prepared for spring, you should have started in winter. My first recommendation is to avoid all
catalogs until mid-March. You want to be sure your plans influence your purchase, not the other way around.
Instead look at gardens you like, either pictures from last season’s garden tours, or magazines or books. Make
a thorough note on what exactly you liked about that garden; for instance overall layout, fragrance, color, or
accessibility.

Next check all your equipment for signs of rust, wear and damage; make a list of those things that will need
replacement later in the season. Make another list of those things that need replacement now. Using a broken
or damaged tool is dangerous; it is a sure bet for injury. Check the inventory you kept of your tools and equip-
ment against what you have on hand and see that everything is accounted for; if things have been lost or bor-
rowed, they may need to be added to the replacement list. Sharpen those blades and chains so that when the
weather breaks you are set to start. You do not want to be sidetracked by a run to the hardware store. Order
parts that will wear out or be used up during the season; this could be belts, bags, filters, holders, gloves, etc.

Review your notes from last season on frost-free dates, plant development and ideas. Ijot down ideas all
season as plants grow. My mind needs to be jogged when everything is flat and white. Come up with a plan
to make changes to the overall design of your garden. Then consider if your plan has taken into account avail-
able light, water, soil, and maintenance.

When all is done, you can start looking at the catalogs. You will find you now look with a more discerning
eye—an educated approach to filling in that bare spot or expanding that new bed. You will see things in a new
light. Instead of a “nice shade of pink” you’ll be thinking how tall and wide does it get, what does it need to
thrive, how much sun and moisture? Knowing what exactly you have to offer will ensure success.

As soon as the weather breaks, usually in March, do a soil test and based on the results amend accordingly.
Create new paths or up-grade old ones. Inspect the edging, stairs, and retaining walls and repair if necessary.
Assess the SRUCTURE of your gardens. Look at the bare bones and make decisions on pruning, removing
and/or replacing trees, shrubs, hardscapes and garden art.

If you miss the start of the season, the plants care not for what reason, you will play catch up all season. It
always takes longer to make your spring cut backs when working around new growth. Also, you will work
harder in the heat of July and August because tardiness in the spring creates jobs down the way. You will have
to treat pest problems, rather than prevent them.

Continued on page 11




Spring Preparation—Continued

Clear away any and all garden debris that is lying in the beds. If the bed was properly “closed
down” in the fall, this step should be a snap. Cut down old growth. Most perennials can be cut to the
ground. The few that can’t are the ones that bud out on woody stems like Russian Sage. Just think for
a minute where the new growth emerges; then you will know where to make the cut.

Clear your edges. If there is some form of hardscape edge, work up to it and down about 4-6 inches.
This would also be the time to re-bury any edging that has heaved from frost. I use the natural trench
method of edging; this is very popular in English Gardens. The shadow cast by the sun actually en-
hances and defines the edge. My first aim is to beat back the surrounding turf. This is usually grass
but can be tree roots or ground cover. From the point of view of a roof this trench is impassable. The
edge will usually stay quite nice looking the whole season. It will need re-defining in the fall, and in
turn it will be easier the next spring. As you clear your edges use this opportunity to change the shape
of your bed.

Make a note on the current weather conditions and adjust your irrigation plan accordingly. In a dry
year, watering in the spring will make all the difference between plants that are surviving and plants
that are thriving. A good start is very important.

Depending what the soil test revealed, I usually apply a light dose of 12-12-12 fertilizer at this point.
Weeding, you knew I’d get to it. Now is the time to be ruthless. Remember, by definition a weed is a
plant growing in the wrong place. If you didn’t dead head thru the summer, you likely have lots of vol-
unteers and now is their final hour. Either transplant them to another bed, pot them up and give them
away or pull them out, root and all, and compost them along with the other garden debris. As you
weed along thru the bed, gently mix in the granular fertilizer into the top 2-3 inches of soil.

At this point you have arrived at the beginning of the next stage in the cycle of gardening; planting.
Because you did such a thorough job on your spring preparation, take a break and go visit one of our
local garden centers and revel in the explosion of color!

Check our website at http://www.stclaircounty.org
go to “Offices” and MSU Extension— on the right Horticulture and
then Master Gardener. The Grapevine Newsletter and other articles

of interest will be found there.
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ANNUALS
Julia M. Sobell, Advanced Master Gardener

It’s time to think about color! Treat yourself to a trip to one of the local greenhouses and saturate your-
self in annual colors. What exactly is an annual garden plant? These are the flowering plants that start
and complete their life cycle in one growing season. Annuals are usually purchased in small containers
or are grown from packets of seed. These plants are generally less expensive than perennial plants and
come in a wider range of colors. Sunny spots offer an excellent opportunity for annuals to boast of a riot
of color. Annual flowering plants make an excellent addition to perennial beds providing color in May
before the perennials put on their show. Many of my perennials that are blue or purple have yellow eyes:

in these areas I often edge with yellow marigolds which knit the garden together nicely.

To promote compact plant shape and profuse blooming, annuals need to be “pinched back”. Using a
sharp pair of long scissors, cut the spent blossoms just where the stem joins the branch, the idea is to stop
the annual flowering plant from producing seed. Annuals come with tags that list the cultural
requirement; providing the correct amount of sun, moisture and food will ensure success. They are
generally considered heavy feeders and respond well to liquid applications. Available locally, Miracle
Grow Bloom Booster [15-30-15 ] works well and can be applied once a month throughout the growing
season. As gardeners we understand the need for structure and overall design, but trust me, adding a
splash of color here and there among the perennials really makes a statement. If you have a shady area,
think about adding some begonias. There are several different kinds that come in a variety of heights
and colors. I like to under plant big perennials like ferns and hostas with a dash of color. While the
perennial is beautiful and understated in its mantle of green, there is nothing like a jolt of red to catch

your attention.

Theme gardens can be easily created with a selection of annual flower plants. By mixing certain colors
you can convey your team spirit in color! One year I planted, both sunny and shady areas, a totally
purple and red garden for a client hosting his 50th high school reunion. Annuals are one of the most
affordable elements in our gardens, giving us months of enjoyment for pennies per plant. Cruise the

garden centers now for ideas so you will be ready to plant at the end of May.







