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Safety Train

Thefirst annua St. Clair County Safety Train was
held on Wednesday, May 14 at Goodells County
Park. More than 850 students, ranging from pre-
school through fifth grade, attended this hands-on
field trip sponsored by the St. Clair County Safe Kids
Chapter. The mission of the chapter isto prevent
unintentional injury in children age 0 — 14 years old.

Safe Kids members raise community awareness by
facilitating educational programsin the schools and
community events, monitoring product safety and
distributing safety equipment. More than 50
organizations provided demonstrations, activities and
displays designed to teach children about a variety of
safety topics.

Students were able to learn about safe streets and
homes by exploring and viewing demonstrations of
public safety equipment from the Michigan State
Police, St. Clair County sheriff Department and
Marine Division, and the police departments from
Marysville, St. Clair, Port Huron Michigan Army
Nationa Guard, Richmond-Lenox EMS, St. Clair
County Office of Emergency Management, United
States Coast Guard, Tri-Hospital EM S and the fire
departments from Capac, Kimball Township and
Marysville.

The MSU Extension provided severa activities that
day on food safety, poison prevention and animal
safety. Over one hundred high school students and
community volunteers came out to give their time and
talents to ensure the success of this event.
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“The Safety Train was a great experience for our
preschoolers. They redly enjoyed the wide variety
of hands-on activities that connected to their lives...

playing with the

bunnies, sitting in the emergency

vehicles, escaping from the smoke house, and

dressing in army

attire. We are looking forward to

next year’s event already.” Michelle Hayre,
Director Cornerstone Campus Preschool and

Daycare.

Trying on
safety
equipment
that the
military use,
was one
interactive
station at
Safety Train

Contact: Kimberly Mihelich
County Extension Educator, Parenting
810-989-6935

Michigan State University Extension helps people improve their lives through an educational
process that applies knowledge to critical issues, needs and opportunities. Offices in
counties across the state link the research of the land-grant university, MSU, to challenges
facing communities. Citizens serving on county Extension councils regularly help select
focus areas for programming. MSU Extension is funded jointly by county boards of
commissioners, the state through Michigan State University and federally through the US

Department of Agriculture.




Community baby shower

On April 17, 2008, seventy three women and their
guests met at Woodlands Developmental School to
participate in the 18" annual community baby
shower, “ Safe from the Start...Healthy and Smart”
provided by local birthing hospitals and local
agencies, including MSU Extension. The shower’s
goal isto provide educational program to pregnant
women and their support personsin away that
encourages them to make use of information and
resources availablein St. Clair County. The baby
shower committee arranged for speakers, healthy
snacks displayed to coordinate with MyPyramid,
vendors from local agencies and organizations, and
gifts. Two of the speakers were from MSU
Extension.

Kim Mihelich, County Extension Educator,
spoke on “Live safe’” aprogram on home safety.
Carol Bublitz, breastfeeding peer counselor,
nutrition instructor spoke about “ Safe Foods’ a
program on safe and healthy eating habits for
pregnant and breastfeeding mothers.
Kim and Carol also provided atable of information,
and Carol was a member of the planning committee.
After listening to the various speakers and visiting
vendors, the women were asked to complete an
evauation. Among the comments from the
evaluation were:

“good examplesin safe home”

“very interesting and educationa”

“very informative, quick pace, great environment
to have so many displays and discussions’

“Very good. Classes and educational vendors’

“Smart foods—qgreat”

“Kim and Carol did awonderful job, very nice”

“The information that was provided was amazing.
Thank you for putting this on.”

Contact: Carol Bublitz

Breastfeeding Peer

Counsdlor
810-989-6935

2008 Spring 4-H Workshops

Severa local workshops were held to teach adult
volunteers, teens and 4-H members new skills for their
project areas. These education based workshops made
available professional trainers that shared their
knowledge, special techniques and career possibilitiesin
the different project areas. They taught safety, animal
nutrition; proper housing and grooming of livestock,
sportsmanship, and ethical behavior with hands on
learning experiences.

Adult horse Clinic with Karen Waite, Equine
Y outh Specialist

12 participants
Photography Workshop

15 youth and 4 adult participants
Poultry Workshop

30 youth and 10 adult participants
From the Forest to the Table

Over 100 youth and adult participants
4-H Horse Clinic with Karen Waite, Equine
Y outh Specialist

30 youth participants
4-H Horse Clinic

Nearly 30 youth participants
Livestock Day Camp

83 youth participants and many

volunteers
Animal Mania

Over 500 youth and adults volunteers

and participants
Dog Workshop

Nearly 20 youth participants
Cat Workshop

15 youth and 5 adult participants
Clover Sprout Adventures

Over 20 youth participants

4-H Royal Court, these 15 young adults showed
leadership skills by helping with many of the above
workshops. They aso were guests at local radio and
television interviews. They actively promote and
recruit new members to the 4-H program, make
public appearancesin avariety of venuesincluding
parades.
Contact: Lori Warchuck
4-H Program Assistant
810-989-6935
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