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Partnership promotes great 
parents, great start 
 

“As a first-time, single mom I wasn’ t aware that my 
child was behind in his development. Through in-home 
visits conducted with an early childhood parent educator, I 
learned what milestones to look for in my three-and-a-
half-year-old.”    

These words were tearfully spoken to a Great Start 
parent educator recently. They prove that money spent on 
early childhood and intervention is extremely vital, not 
just to the families but to the community. A recent study 
has shown that for every $1 spent in early childhood, $7 is 
saved in remedial services.  (Perry pre-school project) 

The MSU Extension office has partnered with the St. 
Clair County Regional Education Service Agency to 
provide the “Great Parents, Great Start”  program. Funded 
through a grant from the Michigan Department of 
Education, the program is part of the Great Start Initiative 
that Gov. Granholm launched to challenge communities to 
recognize that education begins at birth, not when a child 
enters school. The grateful mother is one of many 
participants whose child received important intervention.   

 “As he wasn’ t saying more than a couple of words 
and his intellectual and social-emotional milestones were 
not being achieved, a referral to the school was made,”  she 
continues. “My son spent two years in an early childhood 
with developmental delay classroom and then progressed 
to Kindergarten.   

“He went from not saying two words together, to 
naming and playing with friends!  Without this early 
intervention, I’m not sure where my son would’ve ended 
up. My family is forever grateful for the support and 
education provided by my local school district and its zero 
to five program!”    

 

 
 
The vision for the Great Parents program is to give 

all St. Clair County children a great start. They will be 
safe, healthy and eager to succeed in school and in life. 

To accomplish this, “Great Parents, Great Start”  
provides free services to families with children from 
birth to age five. There are Great Start Parent Centers 
located at Woodrow Wilson, Garfield and Algonac 
elementary schools that provide child development and 
community resource information to parents and toys and 
books for children to enjoy either in the school or at 
home.   

Parent-child playgroups are held at Algonac 
Elementary and Woodrow Wilson and home visits that 
focus on age-appropriate activities in Language, 
Intellectual, Social-Emotional and Motor skills enhance 
parent-child attachment for families in the targeted 
areas.   

Developmental screenings are also provided to help 
identify children who need early intervention services. 
Currently, about 20 percent of St. Clair County 
kindergartners are held back. That translates to an 
additional year of schooling that needs to be financed.   

An Algonac mom said, “because of the information 
that I received during the home visits and playgroups, I 
am able to focus on fun activities that enhance my 
child’s brain growth. With the developmental 
screenings, I am able to see where my child’s strengths 
and weaknesses are. I feel like my husband and I am 
better prepared to meet the challenges of parenthood.”  

 
Contact: Teri Tabacco 

Parenting Educator 
 810-989-6935 

 
   

 

Michigan State University Extension helps people improve their lives through an educational 
process that applies knowledge to critical issues, needs and opportunities. Offices in 
counties across the state link the research of the land-grant university, MSU, to challenges 
facing communities. Citizens serving on county Extension councils regularly help select 
focus areas for programming.  MSU Extension is funded jointly by county boards of 
commissioners, the state through Michigan State University and federally through the US 
Department of Agriculture.   

 



  

Mini Society 
 

Children learn through play and through structured 
and engaging activities. To help some St. Clair County 
youngsters have fun and imagining themselves as 
successful entrepreneurs, MSU Extension 4-H youth 
development educator Gilda Schott gave students at Crull 
Elementary an opportunity to build a “Mini-Society®.”    

The Mini-Society curriculum allows the students to 
experience developing a self-organizing economic society 
while learning citizenship, economics and 
entrepreneurship concepts.   

The activity took place through a partnership with the 
Port Huron Area School District©s 21st Century grant 
afterschool program. The students named their 
town Kidsatopia and created a flag, a currency design and 
elected their own civil servants.  

The youngsters created 11 businesses, including an 
aquarium, a restaurant, a karate studio, a boat store, 
veterinary practice, grocery store and an art supply store. 

Students learned about scarcity and came up with 
options for resolving their scarcity situations. They also 
participated in a marketing research activity to determine 
what prospective "customers" would be interested in 
purchasing at their businesses and what dollar amount they 
would pay for those items.    

After organizing their businesses and setting their 
prices, they were ready for market day, when the 
“ townsfolk”  visited all the businesses and purchased 
items. It was enlightening to watch their intense thought 
processes as they examined what was available and how to 
spend their money. 

 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

     
 
 
 

 Following the close of business, one entrepreneur 
had exhausted (his? her?) stock. This offered a great 
teachable moment to explore the subject of supply and 
demand.  

At the aquarium, the owners experienced a low 
demand for visitors who wanted to tour the site.  When 
the business partners decided to reduce the entrance cost 
from $15 to $10 per person, they saw an increase in 
business. This offered the opportunity for Schott to talk 
about buying power and the opportunity to reflect on the 
information used from the initial marketing exercise. 

 
     Mini-Society, the students were able to: 

·  Develop and experience their own "real world" 
in the context of entrepreneurship  

·  Acquire concepts and skills in multiple subject 
areas  

·  Discover the importance of cooperation  
·  Enhance their sense of empowerment and self-

sufficiency  
·  Have fun while learning 

     Additional opportunities for using this experience 
based education will take place at Garfield Elementary, 
Roosevelt Elementary and Holland Woods Middle 
School in the upcoming months. 

Contact: Gilda Schott 
Extension Educator 4-H youth development  

810-989-6935.  
MSU is an affirmative-action, equal-opportunity employer.  Michigan State University Extension programs and materials are open to all without regard 
to race, color, national origin, gender, gender identity, religion, age, height, weight, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, marital status, family 
status or veteran status.  Issued in furtherance of MSU Extension work, acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in cooperation with the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture.  Thomas G. Coon, Director, MSU Extension, East Lansing, MI  48824.   

 

Halee Harwood, a “Kidstopian,”  learns to write receipts 

Ethan Booms at left sells sporting goods to Kody Badger and 
Ryan Rowe 


